
Dear 384 Campus community, 

 

We have spent the last 14 months living a time unlike any other, navigating the challenges of a 

global pandemic that affected every facet of our lives. Our spiritual home and how we operate in 

it were certainly impacted greatly. Through the efforts of many people, the 384 Campus rose to 

the occasion, responding to the threat and protecting the health and safety of our community in 

ways most of us would not have anticipated needing. 

 

Shortly after the recognition of the pandemic, the 384 Campus partners came together in an 

unprecedented way to create an incident leadership structure that has been able to marshal our 

collective resources and unify our community response and decision making. With the input of 

our Medical Advisory Group, the 384 Campus Incident Command Team developed new policies 

and practices and then revised them as appropriate, striving to strike a balance between the need 

for continued Jewish communal life and community connection in Greater Boston and the need 

to ensure the health and safety of our people. With thanks to God and your cooperation, we are 

happy to report that thus far we have had no Covid-19 outbreaks associated with the 384 

Campus.  

 

Now, in no small part due to the extensive vaccination effort in Massachusetts and with the 

Commonwealth slated to expand its reopening plans in coming days, it is time to reevaluate this 

structure and how we can transition back to a typical operating scheme on the campus. 

Thankfully, we have concluded that it is now safe for the Incident Command Team to stand 

down. At its final meeting on May 27, the Incident Command Team made the decision to accept 

the recommendations of the Medical Advisory Group expanding room capacities on the 384 

Campus nearly to their pre-pandemic posted limits and eliminate restrictions on durations of 

activities. While CDC and the Commonwealth have lifted mask mandates for vaccinated 

individuals, we are continuing to take a more conservative approach to protecting our community 

without needing to inquire of vaccination status; as such, we will continue to require masks for 

visitors and participants on campus until the Medical Advisory Group recommends lifting that 

requirement, hopefully in the near future as we see further increases in vaccination and 

reductions in disease transmission in the broader community. The KI Preschool and Yachad 

programming will still be subject to requirements under their respective regulatory agencies.  

 

The 384 Campus Incident Command Team enabled all campus partners to participate in 

discussion and coordination to a degree not before seen in our campus community. With that 

strengthened foundation, we will be restarting Campus Operations Meetings with all campus 

partners to coordinate and cooperatively work together to solidify 384 Harvard Street as the hub 

for Jewish Boston. The Medical Advisory Group will continue meeting and providing guidance 

and recommendations to the Executive Director, Barnet Kessel.  

 

In the coming weeks to months, we will be reviewing our response to this prolonged event with 

the hope of learning from the experience and strengthening any future (hopefully not needed) 

response efforts. If you have any feedback you would like to share to inform that process, please 

contact Jonathan Slutzman at slutzman@alumni.princeton.edu. 
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Finally, thank you. Community is not a building; rather it is a people. Thank you for continuing 

to be a part of this community and making it what it is. Thank you for helping us to keep the 

community safe and for standing with us as we navigated this year together. 

 

Labriut, 

 

Jonathan E. Slutzman, MD 

Chairperson, Emergency Preparedness 

 

Gordon Bennett 

President, Congregation Kehillath Israel 

 

Caryl Goodman 

President, Congregation Mishkan Tefila 

 

Elyssa Schick 

Director, KI Preschool 

 

Liz Offen 

Director, New England Yachad 

 

Deb Erlich 

Washington Square Minyan 

 

Jaymie Saks 

Minyan Shaleym 

 

Vladimir Foygelman 

President, Center Makor 

 

Sue Tamber Housman 

Minyan Kol Rinah 

 

Cindy Katzeff 
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